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This course reading...

- Uses autoethnography to demonstrate how an alternative modernity is expressed
through lived experiences that persist trans-territorially between Mexico, and the
United States.

- Explores the impact of processes including green card acquisition and naturalised
citizenship, and how immigrants are subjected to the criminal and racist policies of the
federal, state, and local governments.

- Discusses topics such as agrarian capitalist economies, Chicana praxis, comunalidad,
borderlands, and labor.

- Isideal reading for students of Latinx Studies, Chicana/o Studies, Migrant Studies,
Cultural Anthropology, and American Studies.

How can the lived experiences of a family living between Mexico and the United States
demonstrate the persistence of alternative modernity?

Beginning with an exploration of identity through comunalidad (living in collectiveness) in
Oaxaca, author Teresa Figueroa Sanchez delves into the journey of three generations of
her family, first in México City, then Santa Maria, California. Examining how her family
struggled to live in the borderlands and transterritorial fragmented spaces, this
autoethnography addresses the tools used to exercise control among immigrants living in
the US and how they were stripped of their historical memory, as well as discussing themes
such as agrarian capitalist economies, and Chicana praxis.

Drawing from Bolivar Echeverria and decolonial theory to illustrate how comunalidad,
borderlands, objectified labor, lived labor, and la facultad enabled a family to live the
unliveable, this book is ideal reading for students of Latinx Studies, Chicana/o Studies,
Migrant Studies, Cultural Anthropology, and American Studies.

Teresa Figueroa Sanchez PhD is a public intellectual.

Print edition: $32.5/ £25.99
Ebook editions: $26 / £19.99
Available as part of the 2023 Library Collection of 4o titles.




