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This course reading...

	- A migrant’s life shaped by cultural heritage and survival skills across generations.

	- Don Magdaleno’s story reveals how community ties fuel growth and empowerment.

	- A journey of adaptation, collaboration, and giving back to the Mexican community.

	- Ideal for readers interested in Latinx Studies, Border Studies, Migration Studies, and 
Labor Studies.

How did Don Magdaleno’s deep-rooted cultural heritage shape his journey from 
Mexico to the United States?

In this book, author Gregorio Mora Torres traces Don Magdaleno’s life from his roots in 
Eastern Michoacan as a descendant of peasants to his survival skills, shaped by both 
regional culture and Mesoamerican traditions. After growing up fatherless, Don Magdaleno 
first went to California as a railroad Bracero, returned to the United States as an agricultural 
Bracero several times, and finally made numerous crossings into California as an 
undocumented migrant residing in the Santa Clara Valley.  After securing a full-time job as a 
railroad worker, he settled permanently in the Santa Clara Valley, contributing to the 
community’s growth, political empowerment, and solidarity. His story highlights the 
resilience and cooperation that defined his immigrant experience.

Ideal for readers interested in Latinx Studies, Border Studies, Migration Studies, Labor 
Studies, cultural heritage, and the history of the Chicano/Mexican-American experience, 
this book offers profound insights into resilience, adaptation, and community 
empowerment.

Gregorio Mora Torres, Ph.D., taught at San Jose State University, researched Mexican and 
Chicano history, and authored several works.

https://livedplacespublishing.com/book/isbn/9781917566278

Consumer print and ebook pricing available on the LPP website.
Institutional print and ebook pricing available  

through your chosen library vendor.
This title is available as part of the LPP Library collection. 

For pricing, inquire at contact@livedplacespublishing.com.
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